Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Seminal Works

Pileggi, Nicholas. Casino: Love and Honor in Las Vegas. New York: Simon & Schuster,
1995.

Reid, Ed, and Ovid Demaris. The Green Felt Jungle. Cutchogue, New York: Buccaneer Books,
1963.

Thompson, Hunter S. Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas : A Savage Journey to the Heart of
the American Dream. [1st ed.]. New York: Random House, 1971.

Venturi, Robert, Denise Scott Brown, and Steven Izenour. Learning from Las Vegas.
Cambridge, Massachusetts: MIT Press, 1972.

History

Al, Stefan. The Strip: Las Vegas and the Architecture of the American Dream. Cambridge,
Massachusetts: The MIT Press, 2017.

Chung, Su Kim. Las Vegas Then and Now. [Fifth edition]. London: Pavilion, 2022.

Denton, Sally, and Roger Morris. The Money and the Power: The Making of Las Vegas and
Its Hold on America, 1947-2000. New York: Alfred A. Knopf : Distributed by Random House,
2001.

Elliott, Gary E. The New Western Frontier: An lllustrated History of Greater Las Vegas. 1st ed.
Carlsbad, California: Heritage Media Corp., 1999.

Geran, Trish. Beyond the Glimmering Lights: The Pride and Perseverance of African Americans
in Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Stephens Press, 2006.

Gottdiener, M, Claudia C Collins, and David R Dickens. Las Vegas : The Social Production of an
All-American City. Malden, Massachusetts: Blackwell, 1999.

Goodwin, Joanne L. Changing the Game: Women at Work in Las Vegas, 1940-1990.
Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2014.

Gragg, Larry Dale. Bright Light City: Las Vegas in Popular Culture. Lawrence, Kansas:
University Press of Kansas, 2013.

Gragg, Larry Dale. Becoming America’s Playground: Las Vegas in the 1950s. Norman,
Oklahoma: University of Oklahoma Press, 2019.



Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Hall-Patton, Mark P. Asphalt Memories: Origins of Some of the Street Names of Clark County.
Henderson, Nevada: Clark County Museum, 2009.

Hess, Alan. Viva Las Vegas : After Hours Architecture. San Francisco: Chronicle Books, 1993.

Jones, Florence Lee. Water: A History of Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Las Vegas Valley Water
District, 1975.

Kraft, James P.. Vegas at Odds : Labor Confilict in a Leisure Economy, 1960-1985. 1st ed..
Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2010.

Moehring, Eugene P. Resort City in the Sunbelt : Las Vegas, 1930-2000. 2nd ed. Reno:
University of Nevada Press, 2000.

Moehring, Eugene P., and Michael S. Green. Las Vegas: A Centennial History. Reno:
University of Nevada Press, 2005.

Moehring, Eugene P. Reno, Las Vegas, and the Strip: A Tale of Three Cities. Reno: University
of Nevada Press, 2014.

Orleck, Annelise. Storming Caesars Palace : How Black Mothers Fought Their Own War on
Poverty. Boston: Beacon Press, 2005.

Paher, Stanley W. Las Vegas: As It Began—As It Grew. Las Vegas: Nevada Publications,
1971.

Roske, Ralph Joseph. Las Vegas, a Desert Paradise. Tulsa, Oklahoma: Continental
Heritage Pr, 1986.

Rothman, Hal. Neon Metropolis: How Las Vegas Started the Twenty-First Century. New York:
Routledge, 2002.

Rowley, Rex J. Everyday Las Vegas: Local Life in a Tourist Town. Reno: University of Nevada
Press, 2014.

Schumacher, Geoff. Sun, Sin & Suburbia: The History of Modern Las Vegas. Revised and
Expanded edition. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2015.

Schwartz, David G. Suburban Xanadu: The Casino Resort on the Las Vegas Strip and
Beyond. New York: Routledge, 2003.



Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Simich, Jerry L. and Thomas C. Wright, eds. The Peoples of Las Vegas: One City, Many
Faces. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2005.

Simich, Jerry L. and Thomas C. Wright, eds. More Peoples of Las Vegas: One City, Many
Faces. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2010.

Turner, Wallace. Gamblers’ Money: The New Force in American Life. Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1965

Weatherford, Mike. Cult Vegas: The Weirdest, the Wildest, the Swingin’est Town on Earth! Las
Vegas, Nev.: Huntington Press, 2001.

Weber, Joe. Mapping Historical Las Vegas: A Cartographic Journey. Reno: University of
Nevada Press, 2022.

Whitely, Joan Burkhart, and A.D. Hopkins. Young Las Vegas : 1905-1931: Before the
Future Found Us. Las Vegas: Stephens Press, 2005.

Zook, Lynn M. Gambling on a Dream: The Classic Las Vegas Strip 1930-1955. United
States]: America Through Time, 2018.

Biography/Memoir

Battisti, Jennifer. Off Boulder Highway. First edition. Flagstaff, Arizona: Tolsun Books, 2021.
Berman, Susan. Easy Street. New York: Dial Press, 1981.

Gragg, Larry Dale.. Benjamin “Bugsy” Siegel : The Gangster, the Flamingo, and the Making
of Modern Las Vegas. Santa Barbara, California: Praeger, An Imprint of ABC-CLIO, LLC,
2015.

Gragg, Larry Dale. Bugsy’s Shadow: Moe Sedway, ‘Bugsy’ Siegel, and the Birth of
Organized Crime in Las Vegas. Albuquerque, New Mexico: University of New Mexico

Press, 2023.

Greenspun, Hank with Alex Pelle. Where | Stand: The Record of a Reckless Man. New
York: David McKay Company, Inc., 1966.

Hopkins, A.D. and K.J. Evans. The First 100: Portraits of the Men and Women Who Shaped
Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Huntington Press, 1999.

Kelly, R.A. Liberty’s Last Stand. San Francisco: Pioneer Publishing Company, 1932.



Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Linn, Edward. Big Julie of Las Vegas. New York: Walker and Company, 1974.

Odessky, Dick. Fly on the Wall: Recollections of Las Vegas’ Good Old, Bad Old Days. Las
Vegas: Huntington Press, 1999.

Pearl, Ralph. Las Vegas Is My Beat. Secaucus, New Jersey: The Citadel Press, First
paperbound edition, 1978.

Ralli, Paul. Nevada Lawyer: A Story of Life and Love in Las Vegas. Culver City, California:
Murray & Gee, Inc., 1949.

Rempel, William C. The Gambler: How Penniless Dropout Kirk Kerkorian Became the
Greatest Deal Maker in Capitalist History. New York: Dey St., 2018.

Schumacher, Geoff. Howard Hughes: Power, Paranoia and Palace Intrigue. Revised and
Expanded edition. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2020.

Schwartz, David G. Grandissimo: The First Emperor of Las Vegas : How Jay Sarno Won a
Casino Empire, Lost It, and Inspired Modern Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Winchester Books,
2013.

Sheehan, Jack, ed. The Players: The Men Who Made Las Vegas. Reno: University of
Nevada Press, 1997.

Smith, John L. No Limit: The Rise and Fall of Bob Stupak and Las Vegas’ Stratosphere
Tower. Las Vegas: Huntington Press, 1997.

Smith, John L. Sharks in the Desert: The Founding Fathers and Current Kings of Las
Vegas. Fort Lee, New Jersey: Barricade Books, 2005.

Smith, John L. Of Rats and Men: Oscar Goodman’s Life from Mob Mouthpiece to Mayor of
Las Vegas. Las Vegas: Huntington Press, 2003.

Smith, John L. Running Scared: The Life and Treacherous Times of Las Vegas Casino King
Steve Wynn. New York: Thunder's Mouth Press, 2001.

Swanson, Doug J. Blood Aces: The Wild Ride of Benny Binion, the Texas Gangster Who
Created Vegas Poker. New York: Viking Penguin, 2014.

Zanjani, Sally, and Porter, Carrie Townley. Helen J. Stewart : First Lady of Las Vegas. Las
Vegas: Stephens Press, 2011.



Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Journalism/Exposé

Best, Katherine , and Hillyer, Katharine. Las Vegas, Playtown U.S.A. New York:
McKay Co., 1955.

Cooper, Marc. The Last Honest Place in America : Paradise and Perdition in the New Las
Vegas. New York: Nation Books: Distributed by Publishers Group West, 2004.

Puzo, Mario. Inside Las Vegas. New York: Grosset & Dunlap, 1977.
Reid, Ed. Las Vegas : City Without Clocks. Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1961.

Rothman, Hal, and Mike Davis, eds. The Grit Beneath the Glitter: Tales from the Real Las
Vegas. 1st ed.. Berkeley, California: University of California Press, 2002.

Johnston, David. Temples of Chance: How America Inc. Bought Out Murder Inc. to Win
Control of the Casino Business. New York: Doubleday, 1992.

Taylor, Richard B, and Pat Howell. Las Vegas, City of Sin? : The Inside Story from “Behind
the Scenes.” San Antonio, Texas: Naylor, 1963.

Fiction

Abani, Chris.The Secret History of Las Vegas. New York: Penguin, 2014.

Barnes, H. Lee. The Lucky. Reno: University of Nevada Press, 2003.

Bock, Charles. Beautiful Children : A Novel. 1st ed. New York: Random House, 2008.

Dufresne, John. I Don’t Like Where This Is Going. New York: W.W. Norton, 2016.

Goldberg, Tod. The Gangsterland Trilogy. Berkeley, California: Counterpoint, 2014, 2017,
2023.

McBride, Laura. We Are Called to Rise. New York: Simon & Schuster, 2014.

McBride, Laura. In the Midnight Room. First Touchstone trade paperback edition. New
York: Touchstone, 2018.

McMurtry, Larry. The Desert Rose. New York: Simon & Schuster, 1983.



Tortured History of Books on Las Vegas Las Vegas Book Festival : 10.19.24

Moss, P. Blue Vegas: Stories. Las Vegas: CityLife Books, 2010.
Moss, P. Vegas Tabloid. Las Vegas: Squidhat Press, 2017.
Moss, P. Dead Ringer. Las Vegas: Squidhat Press, 2022.
Powers, Tim. Last Call. New York: Morrow, 1992.

Rice, Jeff. The Night Stalker. New York: Pocket Books, 1973.

Silberstang, Edwin. Snake Eyes. 1st ed. New York: Dutton, 1977.

Miscellaneous Literary
D’Agata, John. About a Mountain. New York: W.W. Norton, 2010.

Dickensheets, Scott, ed. Fade, Sag, Crumble: Ten Las Vegas Writers Confront Decay. Las
Vegas: CityLife Books, 2011.

Dickensheets, Scott and Geoff Schumacher, eds. A Change Is Gonna Come: Reinvention
in the City of Second Chances (Las Vegas Writes, Volume 10). Las Vegas: Huntington
Press, 2019.

Tronnes, Mike, editor. Literary Las Vegas: The Best Writing About America’s Most Fabulous
City. New York: Henry Holt and Company, 1995.



